
Different insect species emerge from 
their nesting sites in stems, dead 

wood, leaf litter and rodent tunnels 
each month from spring to fall. 

Leave their shelter in place all year 
long!

Trim a tidy 
6-12” strip 

around your 
habitat areas 
to show your 
yard is being 

cared for.

Avoid piling extra 
leaves onto 
garden beds and 
forest edges that 
could smother 
your native 
plants.

Add native plants 
and leave leaf debris 

around their root 
zones to recycle 

nutrients and 
protect their roots 

from mowers.

Increase genetic 
diversity by allowing 
plants to reseed on 
bare soil. Or, sow 
native seeds in pots 
outside over the 
winter.

Stem-nesting bees utilize the pithy 
or hollow stems of perennial 

flowering plants and grass to lay 
their eggs. Cut standing stems to 
12-18” high and watch native bees 

emerge throughout the year.

A diverse number of insects 
utilize decomposing stumps, 
logs, and branches as food 

or nesting sites.

The presence of insects 
is an indication 

of a healthy natural 
community!

Use the app iNaturalist to ID what 
you’ve found and contribute to 
community science.

Community scientists 
contribute over 95% of 
Vermont’s biodiversity records 
and Vermonters contribute 
more field observations per 
capita than any other state!

Grow Wild is a network that promotes 
more native plant and pollinator habitat 
across the Champlain Valley. We offer:

Organized by light and soil 
type, you can find native 

plants that will thrive in 
your site’s conditions.

Learn about your site, pick 
plants, and develop and maintain more 
habitat for wildlife–it’s all on our website!

Join us for a plant tour, 
see what’s working in 
neighbors’ yards, and 

ask us questions!
Find more tips and resources at

Grow Wild is a project of Burlington Wildways


