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STEPI: EXAMINE
THE SOIL

Different plants have
evolved to thrive in
different soils.

How much moisture
the soil holds impacts
how much water and
nutrients plants can
absorb.

At the planting site, dig
a hole 6-8 inches deep
and take a look.

Sandy soil has a gritty
texture.

Clay or silty soil can
be squeezed into a
clump when damp and
is fine/floury when dry.
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Does the soil dry out
B quickly during dry

¥ periods? Is frequent
watering needed?
Dry soils can include
both sandy and
well-drained or dried
¥ out hard clay.

Does water puddle
‘ on top of the soil
during the spring or
heavy rain periods?
Wet soils tend to
have more clay and
are poorly drained.

Is the soil
somewhere in the
middle? Loam
rarely needs
watering in the dry
. periods and
seldom puddles
during heavy rain.
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sTEP2- TRACK
THE LIGHT

Light can change
dramatically over the
course of a day,
through the seasons,
and across a site.

To measure sunlight, keep

a written record, take

photos throughout the day
and season or use a sun-

tracking app.
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STEP 3: MAP YOUR
SITE

It can help to map out your site
observations. Mark the light conditions, soil
conditions, slopes, water access, buildings,
existing vegetation, and other variables.

Once you know your site
conditions, you can
confidently select plants
that are well-suited
for your site,
which means
they’re more
likely to
thrive, will
require less
maintenance,
and will provide
more ecological
value to
wildlife.




