
earliest spring 
source of pollen 

and nectar

provides shade 
and cooling as 

climate gets hotter

Site conditions include:

Few plants thrive in all 
site conditions. Plants 

suited to their sites 
require less maintenance, 

will be more likely to 
survive, and will provide 

more resources to the 
wildlife that frequents that 

specific environment.

For step-by-step directions for learning 
your site, visit:

GROWWILDVT.ORG

Native solitary bees live short 3-6 week adult 
lives: long enough to mate and collect pollen in 

brood cells on which to lay an egg. Different 
species emerge in different months needing 

pollen and nectar:

Bees and butterflies need different 
flower shapes depending on their 

size AND their tongue length. 
Landing pads help, too. 

Plant lists organized by:
-Sun-dry soils
-Sun-medium to moist soils
-Part shade-dry to moist soils
-Shade-dry to medium soils

host plants for majority 
of moth and butterfly 

caterpillar species

if adding trees, 
select them first!

important 
mid-spring source 
of pollen and nectar

provides lots of 
leaves to moth 

caterpillars

crucial late 
spring-fall 
sources of 
pollen and 

nectar

increases 
plant species 

diversity 
which 

supports 
more insects

BLACK CHOKEBERRY
ARONIA MELANOCARPA Full 

color 
photos!

Bloom color!
Season of bloom!

Mature spread

Mature height

Learn more and download the plant guides at

“Our environment boat has sprung a 
leak. Many of us are trying to repair 
the leak; others are bailing to keep 
us afloat until the leak is plugged. 
What is baffling, though, is that far 
too many of us are dumping new 

buckets of water into our boat, as if 
sinking it will not be a problem for 

them. At this point, each of us must 
decide what role we will play: Will 

you be a bailer or a dumper?

-Douglas W. Tallamy, Nature’s Best 
Hope: A New Approach to 

Conservation that Starts in Your Yard Grow Wild is a project of Burlington Wildways

Our goal is to select 
plants that support 
insects so we 
can all thrive!

of plant eating 
insects are 
specialists, 
only able to 

digest certain 
plants 

(Xerces Society)

of North 
American land 
birds rely on 

insects as part 
of their diet 
(American Bird 
Conservancy)


